
 

 
Monday, March 19, 2012 

Agenda 
5:00 p.m. 

 

The Public Safety, Public Works and Neighborhood Services Committee’s area of responsibility 

includes Police, Fire, Neighborhood Parks, Neighborhood Revitalization, Community 

Development, Code Enforcement and Graffiti Abatement efforts, Community Group 

Organization and Support 
 

Committee Members: Marcia Goodman-Hinnershitz (Chair), Jeff Waltman (Vice Chair) and 

Stratton Marmarou 
 
Although Council committee meetings are open to the public, public comment is not permitted at Council 

Committee meetings. However, citizens are encouraged to attend and observe the meetings. Comment from 

citizens or professionals during the meeting may be solicited on agenda topics via invitation by the Committee 

Chair. 

 

All electronic recording devices must be at the entry door in all meeting rooms and offices, as per Bill No. 7-2012 

 

I. Bicycle Amendments allowing DID to ride on sidewalks 

 

II. Public Private Partnership Agreement for Park Maintenance 

 

III. Existing Alvernia Lease Agreement 

 

IV. Street Lighting in Wyomissing Park area 

 

V. Update Recreation Commission (PW 17) 
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Follow-up Issues: 
 February 2012 – Plumbing Code Amendment – Moved to Housing Committee 
 February 2012 - Update on Zoning Backlog – Moved to Housing Committee 
 Stormwater Utility (PW 19) 
 Seek Sponsorships for parks and park maintenance (PW 11) 
 Former Police Academy Building 
 Establish and Enforce a Utility Cut Program (PW 15) – in progress 
 Fleet Maintenance Contract with Neighboring Municipalities (PW 03) 
 Inventory of Lease Agreements (PW11) – in progress 
 Capital Repairs to Library – in progress 
 Managing all street lights (PW 21) 
 Citadel Traffic Issues – C. Jones/D. Campbell 
 Egelman’s Park 
 Egelman’s Dam 
 Ordinance Regulating Utilities in City Streets 

 

 



  

 

 
Tuesday, February 21, 2012 

Meeting Report 
 

Committee Members Attending:  S. Marmarou, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz Chair 

 

Others Attending:  S. Katzenmoyer, C. Jones 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz, Chair, called the Public Safety, Public Works and Neighborhood 

Services Committee meeting to order at 6:02 pm. 

 

Four Way Stop Intersection St. Bernardine and Greenway Tc 

Mr. Jones stated that Alvernia University requested this stop sign.  He stated that the data does 

not show that the intersection qualifies for a stop sign but Alvernia paid for a study which 

recommended the stop sign to assist with pedestrian flow. 

 

Mr. Marmarou stated that Alvernia contacted Albright to see how they acquired the stop signs 

they requested.  He stated that Albright advised Alvernia to pay for the study. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if Mr. Marmarou objected to this stop sign.  Mr. 

Marmarou stated that he did not. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that this ordinance will be introduced at the February 27 

regular meeting. 

 

Chief Heim arrived at this time. 

 

Condemnation Proceedings WWTP 

Mr. Jones stated that there are several small parcels near the waste water treatment plant that are 

not controlled by the City.  He stated that the land is useless but is needed for construction 

purposes.   

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that this ordinance is also being introduced at the February 27 
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regular meeting. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the need to prioritize agenda items.  She noted the need for 

many items to be discussed as a Committee of the Whole in order to move them forward more 

quickly. 

 

Mr. Jones left the meeting at this time. 

 

Property Maintenance Code Amendment 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz referred this item to the next Committee of the Whole discussion.  Mr. 

Marmarou agreed. 

 

Quality of Life Ticketing Program Review 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz referred this item to the next Committee of the Whole discussion.  She 

stated that her general recommendation is that some items merit warning and citation.  Mr. 

Marmarou agreed. 

 

Outcomes of MDJ Rulings on Codes Cases 

Chief Heim stated that the Police Department is no longer affiliated with Codes but that he 

believed the rulings are posted on the City’s website.  He stated that if this is true, data can be 

easily calculated relating to those cases dismissed, guilty, etc. 

 

Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that she was unaware this information was available.  She stated that 

she will research the issue and make calculations if the information is on the website.   

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz thanked Ms. Katzenmoyer for keeping Council updated on codes 

cases.  She stated that she attends hearings as she is able and has found that her attendance can 

affect the outcome of cases. 

 

Housing (CE 01 & CD 01) 

Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that an RFP has been issued for a stenographer to move the backlog 

process forward. 

 

Merchant Parking Permit 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz referred this item to the next Committee of the Whole agenda.   

 

Mr. Marmarou noted the need for the City to check on use of the parking lot at 9th & Court Sts.  

He stated that he does not agree with the need for this permit but suggested that if Council 

wishes the permit remain the fee should be increased. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the need to understand how the lot at 9th & Court Sts is used 

and other background information.  She noted the need for residents and customers to have 

accessible parking on 9th St. 

 



Update Recreation Commission 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that progress is being made.  She stated that Daphne Klahr 

started as Executive Director on February 13.  She stated that Ms. Klahr is developing a budget 

and working to establish an employee benefits package.  She suggested that Ms. Klahr attend a 

future Committee of the Whole meeting or Council Work Session to meet Council and make a 

presentation. 

 

Other 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if Chief Heim had any other items of concern to discuss.  

Chief Heim noted his concern with summer approaching.  He stated that ranks will remain down 

until the current class completes their training in June.  He stated that there are currently 167 

officers. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she has been compiling substance abuse data and there is 

an alarming trend that fewer arrests have been made since there are fewer officers.  She noted her 

concern with juvenile crime.  Chief Heim agreed and stated that juvenile disturbances have 

increased. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if residency for juvenile arrests is public information to 

track if the increase is due to Reading juveniles or County juveniles coming into the City and 

causing problems.  Chief Heim stated that he was unsure but would check this information. 

 

Chief Heim reported that residents of the State at the Wernersville facility are not allowed to 

enter nearby stores but that they are allowed to bus into Reading to shop and look for work.  He 

noted his disagreement with this approach and stated that he has addressed this issue with the 

State but has had no progress.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested forming a strategy to 

address this issue in the future. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that public safety ranked high in the core services review.  She 

noted the need to keep this in mind during budget meetings.  She stated that public safety 

employees have decreased but the Administration is proposing to increase other non-public 

safety positions. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:22 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Shelly Katzenmoyer, Deputy City Clerk 
 



ORDINANCE _________ - 2012 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF READING CODIFIED ORDINANCES CHAPTER 3 BICYCLES PART 1 BICYCLE 

REGULATIONS SECTION 3-106 OPERATION AND PARKING 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1.  Amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 3 Bicycles Part 1 Bicycle Regulations Section 

3-106 Operation and Parking as follows: 

§3-106. Operation and Parking. 

Persons operating or parking a bicycle on any street in the City shall comply with all provisions 

relating to pedalcycles as specified in the Pennsylvania Vehicle Code. 

No person shall ride a bicycle on the sidewalk except for members of the Police Department, 

while on duty, and except for employees of the Reading Downtown Improvement District, while 

on duty, when required for emergency action and/or law enforcement activities, who have been 

duly trained. 

SECTION 2.  All other parts of the Ordinance remain unchanged. 

SECTION 3.  This Ordinance shall be effective in ten (10) days, in accordance with Charter Section 219. 

 

                                                                   Passed Council __________________, 2012 

 

                                                                   _________________________________  

                                                                                Council President             

Attest: 

____________________________________  

                      City Clerk 

 

(Police Department/DID) 

         

Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

Received by the Mayor’s Office: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 



Approved by Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

Vetoed by Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________  

 
 

 

 



EXHIBIT A 
 

PART 1 
 

BICYCLE REGISTRATION 
 
Operation - see Vehicle Code, 75 Pa.C.S.A. §3501 et seq. 
Lighting Requirements; Exemption - see Vehicle Code, 75 Pa.C.S.A. §4303 
 
§3-101. Definitions. 
 
As used in this Part, certain terms are defined as follows: 
 
BICYCLE - a device having two tandem wheels of a diameter not less than 10 inches and propelled by human power. 
The term "bicycle" as used herein is synonymous with the term "pedalcycle" as used in the Pennsylvania Vehicle 
Code, 75 Pa.C.S.A. 102.  
[Ord.30-1983] 
 
STREET - includes all public highways, boulevards, streets, lanes, alleys and all public places within the City. 
(Ord. 5-1961, 5/24/1961, §1; as amended by Ord. 30-1983, 8/24/1983, §1) 
 
§3-102. Registration, Fee and Term; Tag Attachment; Sale, Transfer or Dismantling. 
No person shall ride or operate a bicycle upon any public street within the City unless such bicycle has been 
properly registered, tagged and licensed as hereinafter provided. 
 
A. Every owner of a bicycle residing within the City shall list and register such bicycle with the Police Department at 
Police Headquarters and shall make application for such registration to the Chief of Police on a form provided for 
that purpose. If the owner is a minor under the age of 18 years, then his parents, or one of them, or if such minor 
does not reside with his parents, or either of them, then the adult person having care of such minor, or the adult 
person with whom such minor resides, shall make such listing and registration, and the application therefore, on 
behalf of such minor owner. [Ord. 14-2001] 
 
B. Registration of bicycles shall be serially numbered and kept on file by the Chief of Police in his office as a public 
record. [Ord. 14-2001] 
 
C. The Chief of Police upon receiving proper registration of a bicycle, shall affix, or cause to be affixed, to the rear 
mud guard, frame or other rear portion of the bicycle an identification tag or plate serially numbered to correspond 
to the bicycle registration in such position as to be plainly visible from the rear. A registration card shall be issued to 
the owner of each properly registered bicycle. [Ord. 14-2001] 
 
D. A charge of $1 shall be made for the registration and tagging of bicycles, and an additional charge of $1 shall be 
made for the issuance of duplicate registration cards or plates. 
 
E. It shall be the duty of the owner to see that such tag or plate is attached to the bicycle for which it is issued and 
that it remains attached thereto during the existence of such license. 
 
F. The Chief of Police shall keep a record of the following: [Ord. 14-2001] 
 
 (1) The number of each registration. 
 
 (2) The date issued. 
 
 (3) The name and address of the person to whom issued. 



 
 (4) The make and number of each bicycle frame. 
 
 (5) A record of all bicycle registration fees collected. 
 
G. Bicycles registered under the provisions of this Part shall be registered prior to operation on City streets. The 
Chief of Police shall affix, or cause to be affixed, a new identification tag or plate to each bicycle at the time of such 
registration. [Ord.30-1983] 
 
H. Within 10 days after the sale, transfer or dismantling of any registered bicycle, such information shall be 
reported to the Chief of Police by the person in whose name the bicycle was registered. Such person may have the 
identification tag or plate of his former bicycle transferred to another bicycle owned by him without payment of an 
additional fee upon proper registration of such bicycle with the Chief of Police. [Ord. 14-2001] 
 
I. It shall be the duty of any purchaser or transferee of any registered bicycle to make application for new 
registration of such bicycle and for a new tag or plate. 
 
J. Every person engaged in the business of buying or selling, new or second-hand bicycles shall make a report within 
5 days to the Chief of Police as follows:  
[Ord.14-2001] 
 
 (1) Of every bicycle purchased or sold by such dealer, giving the name and address of the person 
 from whom purchased or to whom sold. 
 
 (2) A description of such bicycle by name or make. 
 
 (3) The frame number thereof. 
 
 (4) The number of the identification plate, if any, found thereon. 
 
K. A rental agency shall not rent or offer any bicycle for rent unless the bicycle is properly registered and tagged and 
unless such bicycle is provided with the equipment required under the terms of this Part. 
 
L. No person shall willfully or maliciously remove, destroy, mutilate or alter the identification tag or plate, frame 
number of the bicycle, or the registration card issued to the owner thereof. 
 
M. All license cards and registration cards heretofore issued under the provisions of this Part shall remain effective 
until otherwise provided by Council. [Ord.30-1983] 
 
(Ord. 5-1961, 5/24/1961, §2; as amended by Ord. 14-1964, 4/8/1964, §§1, 2; by Ord. 19-1981, 
5/7/1981, §1; by Ord. 30-1983, 8/24/1983, §1; and by Ord. 14-2001, 5/29/2001) 
 
§3-103. Examination of Applicant. 
1. Before issuing a bicycle registration the applicant shall be required to demonstrate personally, in such manner as 
the Chief of Police shall direct, that he or she is the proper person and is capable of riding a bicycle; further such 
applicant shall satisfactorily pass an examination to determine his knowledge of safe riding rules and practices as 
this Part and the Chief of Police may from time to time prescribe. [Ord. 14-2001] 
 
2. If the owner of a bicycle is a minor for whom an application is made by an adult, as hereinbefore provided, the 
minor shall be deemed the applicant for the purpose of this Section. 
(Ord. 5-1961, 5/24/1961, §3; as amended by Ord. 14-1964, 4/8/1964, §1; and by Ord. 14-2001, 
5/29/2001) 
 



§3-104. Bicycle Inspection. 
The Chief of Police, or his duly authorized representative, shall inspect each bicycle presented for registration, and 
shall refuse to license any bicycle found to be in an unsafe condition mechanically or lacking the equipment 
specified as necessary under the terms of this Part. 
(Ord. 5-1961, 5/24/1961, §4; as amended by Ord. 14-1964, 4/8/1964, §1; and by Ord. 14-2001, 
5/29/2001) 
 
§3-105. Lights, Brakes, Horn and Equipment. 
Bicycle lights, brakes and other equipment shall comply with pedalcycle requirements as specified in the 
Pennsylvania Vehicle Code, 75 Pa. C.S.A. §3507. 
(Ord. 5-1961, 5/24/1961, §5; as amended by Ord. 30-1983, 8/24/1983, §1) 
 
§3-106. Operation and Parking. 
Persons operating or parking a bicycle on any street in the City shall comply with all provisions relating to 
pedalcycles as specified in the Pennsylvania Vehicle Code. 
(Ord. 5-1961, 5/24/1961, §6; as amended by Ord. 30-1983, 8/24/1983, §1) 
 
No person shall ride a bicycle on the sidewalk except for members of the Police Department, while on duty, and 
except for employees of the Reading Downtown Improvement District, while on duty, when required for 
emergency action and/or law enforcement activities who have been duly trained. 
 
§3-107. Compliance with Law. 
No operator of a bicycle shall violate any traffic rules or ordinances of the City or laws of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, that are applicable to pedalcycles or vehicles, except those provisions which by their nature are 
inapplicable. 
(Ord. 5-1961, 5/24/1961, §6) 
 
§3-108. Child's Ability for Safe Operation. 
1. No owner of a bicycle shall permit any child to operate his bicycle upon a public street of the City unless such 
child or person is capable of operating a bicycle with safety to himself and the public generally. 
 
2. If a child has satisfactorily passed an examination by the Police Department or a duly authorized representative 
to determine his ability to ride a bicycle, and to determine his knowledge of safe riding rules and practices 
prescribed under this Part, the passing of such examination shall be prima facie evidence under this Part of the 
ability of such child to operate a bicycle with safety. [Ord. 14-2001] 
(Ord. 5-1961, 5/24/1961, §8; and amended by Ord. 14-2001, 5/29/2001) 
 
§3-109. Nonresident Ownership and Operation. 
Any bicycle owned and operated by a nonresident of the City shall not be required to be registered under the 
provisions of this Part, but shall be subject to all other provisions of this Part. 
(Ord. 5-1961, 5/24/1961, §8) 
 
§3-110. Penalty. 
1. If the owner or operator violates any of the provisions of this Part, such bicycle shall be taken and impounded by 
the Police Department and so held for a period not exceeding 15 days upon the first offense, to be determined by 
the Chief of Police, and for the second offense for a period not exceeding 30 days. 
 
2. Whoever violates §§3-102(I), (J), (K) or (L) or 3-108 shall be, upon conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine 
of not less than $10 nor more than $600 plus costs and, in default of payment of said fine and costs, to a term of 
imprisonment not exceed 30 days. 
 



3. Whoever violates any other provision of this Part shall be, upon conviction thereof, be sentenced to a fine of not 
more than $600 plus costs and, in default of payment of said fine and costs, to a term of imprisonment not to 
exceed 30 days. 
(Ord. 5-1961, 5/24/1961, §10; as amended by Ord. 30-1983, 8/24/1983, §1; and by Ord. 14-2001, 
5/29/2001) 



ORDINANCE _________ - 2012 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF READING CODIFIED ORDINANCES CHAPTER 15 MOTOR VEHICLES AND 

TRAFFIC PART 10 REGULATION OF PEDALCYCLES AND NON-MOTORIZED VEHICLES SECTION 15-1001 RIDING AND 

PARKING OF PEDALCYCLES ON SIDEWALKS ALONG CERTAIN STREETS PROHIBITED AS ATTACHED 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1.  Amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 15 Motor Vehicles and Traffic Part 10 

Regulation of Pedalcycles and Non-motorized Vehicles Section 15-1001 Riding and Parking of Pedalcycles on 

Sidewalks along Certain Streets Prohibited as follows: 

§15-1001. Riding and Parking of Pedalcycles on Sidewalks Along Certain Streets Prohibited. 

1. It shall be unlawful for any person to ride or to park a pedalcycle on the sidewalk along the 

following portions of the streets in the City: 

Street    Side      Between 

   [Reserved] 

2. No person shall ride a bicycle on the sidewalk except for members of the Police Department, 

while on duty, and except for employees of the Reading Downtown Improvement District, while 

on duty, when required for emergency action and/or law enforcement activities, who have been 

duly trained. 

3. Any person who violates any provision of this Section shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to 

pay a fine of $5 and costs. 

SECTION 2.  All other parts of the Ordinance remain unchanged. 

SECTION 3.  This Ordinance shall be effective in ten (10) days, in accordance with Charter Section 219. 

 

                                                                   Passed Council __________________, 2012 

 

                                                                   _________________________________  

                                                                                Council President             

Attest: 

____________________________________  

                      City Clerk 

 

(Police Department/DID) 



         

Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

Received by the Mayor’s Office: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

Approved by Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

Vetoed by Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________  

 
 

 

 



EXHIBIT A 
 

PART 10 
 

REGULATION OF PEDALCYCLES AND NONMOTORIZED VEHICLES 
 

§15-1001. Riding and Parking of Pedalcycles on Sidewalks Along Certain Streets Prohibited. 
1. It shall be unlawful for any person to ride or to park a pedalcycle on the sidewalk along the following portions of 
the streets in the City: 
 
 Street    Side     Between 
   
    [Reserved] 
 
2. No person shall ride a bicycle on the sidewalk except for members of the Police Department, while on duty, and 
except for employees of the Reading Downtown Improvement District, while on duty, when required for 
emergency action and/or law enforcement activities, who have been duly trained. 
 
2. 3. Any person who violates any provision of this Section shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of $5 
and costs. 
(Ord. 14-2001, 5/29/2001) 
 
§15-1002. Restrictions on Use of Pushcarts. 
1. The word "pushcart," as used in this Section, shall mean a vehicle, including a pedalcycle, propelled solely by 
human power, and used or intended for use for the display, transport, exhibit or sale of goods, wares or 
merchandise. 
 
2. It shall be unlawful for any person to propel a pushcart upon any sidewalk in any business district except as 
necessary to move the pushcart to a location from which it is to be loaded or unloaded or from which goods, wares 
or merchandise are to be sold or dispensed under permit from the City Council as provided in subsection (3) of this 
Section. 
 
3. It shall be unlawful for any person to park a pushcart upon any sidewalk except for the purpose of selling or 
dispensing from that pushcart goods, wares or merchandise to passersby under permit from the City Council. Every 
such permit shall be issued to the person making application for the permit, upon payment of a fee, which shall be 
for the use of the City set by the City Council by resolution. The permit shall be granted to the applicant, upon 
payment of the fee, and upon the applicant signing an agreement with the City Council that he shall be bound by 
the conditions imposed by City Council and made a part of the permit, dealing with the following matters: 
 
 A. Restricting or limiting the parking of the pushcart to one or more stated locations upon the  sidewalk 
and to stated days and hours at each location. 
 
 B. Stating requirements to be adhered to in connection with the disposal of garbage and refuse  resulting 
from the operations carried on. 
 
 C. Requiring that there be no violation of any law, ordinance or regulation pertaining to health,  sanitation 
and the handling of food or drink. 
 
4. Any person who violates any provision of this Section, or any condition of any permit granted under this Section, 
upon conviction, shall be sentenced to pay a fine of $25 and costs. 
(Ord. 14-2001, 5/29/2001) 
 
§15-1003. Skates, Skateboards, Coasters, Sleds and Other Toy Vehicles. 



1. It shall be unlawful for any person to ride on a sled upon any sidewalk in the City, or upon any roadway unless 
that roadway is on a portion of a street blocked off for sledding by authority of §15-105 or §15-216. Provided, 
nothing in this subsection shall prevent a pedestrian from pulling a sled, with or without a rider, upon a sidewalk. 
 
2. It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in roller-skating, skateboarding or to ride upon or propel any 
coaster or other toy vehicle upon: 
 
 A. Any street except in order to cross the roadway. 
 
 B. Any sidewalk located in a business district, except that nothing in this subsection shall prevent  a 
pedestrian from pulling a coaster or other toy vehicle, with or without a rider, upon a  sidewalk. 
 
3. Any person who violates any provision of this Section shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of $5 and 
costs. 
(Ord. 14-2001, 5/29/2001) 



 

 
Ordinance _______ - 2012 

 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF READING AMENDING THE CITY OF READING CODIFIED ORDINANCES 
CHAPTER 16 PARKS AND RECREATION BY ADDING A NEW PART 4 AS ATTACHED RELATING TO PUBLIC 

PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS FOR CITY PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS 
 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

 
Section 1. The purpose of this ordinance is to authorize the City of Reading to enter into public private 
partnerships with private, non-profit organizations for the maintenance of City parks. 
 
Section 2. The City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 16 Parks and Recreation is amended by adding 
a new Part 4 as attached. 
 
Section 3.  This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its adoption in accordance with 
Sections 219 and 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter.  
 

Section 4.  Any and all ordinances which are contrary to the amendment are hereby repealed. 
 
 

        Enacted by Council ________________, 2012 
 
 
 

                                           ______________________________________  
                 President of Council 

 
 
Attest: 
 
 _____________________________ 
          City Clerk 
 
 
 
(Council Staff) 
 
 
Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Received by the Mayor’s Office: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Approved by Mayor: ___________ 



Date: ____________ 
 
Vetoed by Mayor: ____________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 16 Parks and Recreation 

 
Part 4 

 
Public Private Partnerships 

 
16-401 Purpose 
 
The purpose of this part is to authorize the City to enter into public private partnerships with private 
organizations for the maintenance of City parks.  Nothing in this part shall be construed as prohibiting the 
City from entering into such partnerships for the maintenance of other City facilities or for any other 
purpose authorized by Pennsylvania Statute, City Charter, or other law. 
 
16-402 Definitions 
 
For the purposes of this part: 
 
Organization – an association, corporation or other entity having a formal structure  

 
Park – includes athletic fields, tennis courts, swimming pools, playgrounds or other park area, facility or 
group of such facilities under the control, maintenance and management of the City of Reading 
 
Public Private Partnership Agreement or Agreement – includes any contractual agreement or concession, 
or both, for the maintenance of a City park 
 
Public Works Director – the Director of the City of Reading Public Works Department 
 
16-403 Authorization 
 
The City Public Works Department may enter into a public private partnership agreement with an 
organization to maintain a City park or designated portion thereof. 
 
Any organization selected to maintain a City park shall be selected pursuant to the procedures and 
requirements as outlined and contained in this Part. 
 
16-404 Public Private Partnership Agreement 
 
An agreement shall be in the form as established by the City and shall contain: 

1. The name of the organization 
2. The address of the organization 
3. The name of the contact person within the organization 
4. The address of the contact person 
5. The phone number of the contact person 
6. The name of the park/playground/facility 
7. The maintenance to be performed 
8. The maintenance schedule 

 



A Public Private Partnership Agreements entered into between the City and an organization pursuant to 
this Part shall expressly provide that: 
 

1. The supervision and control over the maintenance of the park rests with the City and any 
structural or landscaping modifications to the park and any structure therein is prohibited without 
the prior consent of the City; 

 
2. The City shall have the right to terminate the agreement at the City’s sole discretion if the 

organization is not satisfactorily performing its maintenance responsibilities or complying with any 
provision of the agreement; 

 
3. The park shall remain open and be accessible to all members of the public during park hours; 

 
4. No fees may be charged for the use of the park or any facility therein other than the fees 

established by ordinance; 
 

5. The Agreement does not constitute a lease; and 
 

6. The Agreement shall conform and be subject to all applicable ordinances and policies of the City, 
the rule-making authority of the City’s departments and any trust requirements, restrictions or 
conditions. 

 
16-405 Qualifications of Organizations 
 
The City shall specify the minimum qualifications of an organization and its officers and employees, 
including previous experience in maintaining a park or comparable facility, the organization’s financial 
stability including funds available to the organization, a business plan indicating how it will fund the 
maintenance of the facility, and any other factors that indicate its ability to adequately maintain the park. 
 
The purpose of the organization shall be consistent with the maintenance of the park for public benefit. 
 
16-406 – Notice to Council 
 
Prior to executing an Agreement for a public private partnership pursuant to this Part the Public Works 
Director shall inform City Council in writing of the Agreement and provide a copy of the Agreement. 
 
 



 
 



 



































 
 
 


